The Psychological Clinical Science Accreditation System (PCSAS)

The Psychological Clinical Science Accreditation System (PCSAS) is committed to training psychologists who can contribute to the nation’s mental health through science and practice.


PCSAS arose in response to growing concerns about the nation’s mental health. With almost 50% of Americans expected to have a diagnosed mental illness sometime in their lives and with delays between diagnosis and the application of appropriate treatments that can stretch out for decades, there is a pressing need to train scientists who can develop new, effective, manageable treatments and find better ways to get these treatments into the hands of practitioners so that they can best help their patients. 


PCSAS was founded in 2007 and is accredited by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). PCSAS accreditation requires an intensive self-study by training programs and a site visit by a group of peers. Training students to be productive scientists and to be able to provide quality care for the mentally ill is a challenging undertaking; no single training approach can guarantee these desired outcomes. Thus, PCSAS affords programs considerable flexibility in how they design their training programs and encourages innovation. Strict quality control is maintained by focusing carefully on training outcomes. One of the most important parts of PCSAS accreditation is a careful examination of the careers of program graduates to determine if they are involved in high quality science and clinical practice. Data from accreditation reviews indicate that the majority of students in PCSAS program go on to pursue careers that involve the production and dissemination of scientific knowledge and the delivery of mental health services. In terms of clinical practice, PCSAS students compete successfully for clinical internships (98.3% obtained accredited internships in the past year, compared to roughly 78% in non-PCSAS programs).  They also score highly on state and national licensing exams (average scores are in the 96 percentile), obtain professional licensure, and maintain the highest ethical standards.

Since its inception, 24 clinical science doctoral programs have been accredited by PCSAS. These programs (see list below) are housed in some of the top rated, major research universities in the US and Canada. PCSAS is increasingly being recognized as playing a critical role in efforts to improve the nation’s mental health. Dr. Thomas Insel, Director of the National Institutes of Mental Health, recently stated that the science-based training approach endorsed by PCSAS stands to “powerfully benefit” public health. He called CHEA’s recognition of the system “an important step toward allowing this brand of clinical psychology to thrive, and to ultimately benefit the public.”

More information about PCSAS and the accreditation process is available at the PCSAS website: www.pcsas.org.

PCSAS accredited programs (in July 2014): University of Illinois; University of Arizona; Washington University (St. Louis); McGill University; Stony Brook University; University of Kentucky; University of Southern California; Northwestern University; University of Missouri; University of South Florida; Arizona State University; University of Delaware; University of Iowa; Harvard University; University of Pennsylvania; University of California, Los Angeles; University of California, Berkeley; University of Minnesota; University of Oregon; University of Pittsburgh; University of Virginia; University of Wisconsin—Madison; Duke University; Emory University.

